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can never die, sir, said I, witli more honour than in youi majesty's service. I spake this with so much freedom, and his majesty was so pleased with it, that he asked me how I would choose to serve, on horseback or on foot. I told his majesty I should be glad to receive any oi his majesty's commands, but, if I had hot that honour, I had purposed to trail a pike under Sir John Hepburn, who had done me so much honour as to intix>duce me into his majesty's presence. Do so, then, replied the king, and, turning to Sir John Hepburn, said, And pray do you take care ot him; at which, overcome with the goodness of his discourse, I could not answer a word, but made him a profound reverence, and retired.
The next day but one, being the 7th of September, before day the army marched from Dieben to a large field about a mile from Leipsic, where we found Tilly's army in full battalia in admirable order, which made a show both glorious and terrible* Tilly, like a fair gamester, had taken up but one side of the plain, and left the other free, and all the avenues open for the king's army; nor did he stir to the charge till the king's army was completely drawn up and advanced towards him. He had in his army forty-four thousand old soldiers, every way answerable to what I have said of them before; and I shall only add, a better army, I believe, never was so soundly beaten.
The king was not much inferior in force, being joined with the Saxons, who were reckoned twenty-two thousand men, and who drew up on the left, making a main battle and two wings, as the king did on the right.
The king placed himself at the right wing of his own horse: G-ustavus Horn had the main battle of the Swedes, the Duke of Saxony had the main battle of his own troops, and General Axnheim the right wing of his horse.
The second line of the Swedes consisted of the two Scotch brigades, and three Swedish, with the Finland horsq in the wings.
In the beginning of the fight, Tilly's right wing charged with such irresistible fury upon the left of the king's army, where the Saxons were posted, that nothing could withstand them ; the Saxons fled amain, and some of them carried the news over the country that all was lost, and the king's army overthrown j and indeed it passed for an oversight with